
Thinking of having a 
swimming pool in your property
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 Having a swimming pool in your home can add luxury and enhance your lifestyle, but it also comes with certain 

responsibili�es and considera�ons. Here are the advantages and disappointments of having a swimming pool, as 

well as important factors to consider when deciding whether to include one in your home. 

Advantages of having a swimming pool: 

1. Enhanced Property Value: A well-maintained swimming pool can boost the overall value of your home, 

par�cularly in warmer regions where outdoor living spaces are highly desirable. 

2. Leisure and Entertainment: A pool offers a private space for relaxa�on, social gatherings, and recrea�onal 

ac�vi�es. It provides a great venue for family �me, par�es, and exercise. 

3. Health and Fitness: Swimming is an excellent form of exercise that improves cardiovascular health, muscle 

strength, and flexibility. It's also low-impact, making it ideal for people with joint issues. 

4. Aesthe�c Appeal: A pool can enhance the aesthe�c appeal of your garden or outdoor area, especially when 

combined with stylish landscaping, ligh�ng, and outdoor furniture. 

5. Cooling Effect in Hot Weather: In hot climates, such as in parts of Kenya, a pool can provide a convenient way 

to cool off and enjoy the outdoors without needing to leave the house. 

Disappointments of having a swimming pool: 

1. High Maintenance Costs: Pools require regular cleaning, balancing of chemicals (like chlorine), and checking 

water levels to prevent algae growth, bacteria, and other contaminants. This can lead to ongoing expenses for 

maintenance and supplies. 

2. Safety Risks: A pool can pose safety hazards, par�cularly for children and pets. Without proper safety 

measures, there is a risk of drowning or accidents. 

3. Seasonal Usage: In some climates, the pool may only be usable during warmer months, limi�ng its year-round 

func�onality. In areas with cooler seasons, addi�onal costs for hea�ng may be needed to extend usability. 

4. Energy Consump�on: Opera�ng a pool's filtra�on system, hea�ng, and ligh�ng can lead to increased energy 

bills. This is something to consider if you are environmentally conscious or looking to minimize household 

costs. 

5. Insurance Costs: Having a pool may increase your homeowner's insurance premiums because of the added 

risks. This can be a long-term financial considera�on. 
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What to consider when deciding on a pool: 

1. Space and Layout: Do you have enough space for a pool without compromising the overall layout and 

func�onality of your outdoor area? Make sure the pool design fits seamlessly into the property, with space 

for relaxa�on and entertaining around it. 

2. Budget: A pool is a significant investment not just in construc�on but in long-term maintenance. Consider if 

your budget allows for not only building the pool but also maintaining it properly over the years. 

3. Climate: In warmer regions of Kenya, a pool can be used more frequently, making it a valuable addi�on. 

However, in cooler highland areas, the pool may see less use, and you might need to install a heater for year-

round enjoyment. 

4. Purpose: Will the pool be primarily for leisure, fitness, or entertainment? This will help determine the size, 

design, and type of pool you should build. 

5. Maintenance Commitment: Consider if you are willing to dedicate �me or money to regular cleaning, 

chemical balancing, and maintenance. Alterna�vely, you can hire a professional pool service, but this adds 

to your long-term costs. 

Types of  Swimming Pools: 

1. In-ground Pools: These are permanent structures built into the ground, offering more flexibility in terms of 

size and shape. They are more expensive to install but add the most value to the property. You can choose 

from: 
a. Concrete Pools: Highly durable and customizable in terms of size and shape, but the most expensive 

op�on.
b. Vinyl-Lined Pools: Less expensive than concrete, but the liner needs to be replaced periodically. 
c. Fiberglass Pools: Easy to install and maintain but come in pre-designed shapes, offering less 

customiza�on. 
2. Above-ground Pools: These are less expensive and easier to install than in-ground pools but generally offer 

less aesthe�c appeal and lower property value enhancement. 

3. Natural Pools: Eco-friendly pools that use plants and natural filtra�on systems instead of chemicals. They 

are more expensive to build but are be�er for the environment and can be integrated with landscaping to 

create a more natural look. 
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Safety Measures: 

1. Fencing: Install a fence with a self-latching gate around the pool to prevent unsupervised access, especially 

by children and pets. In many places, this is a legal requirement. 

2. Covers: Use pool covers when the pool is not in use to prevent accidental falls. Solar covers can also help 

retain heat, reducing energy costs. 

3. Alarms: Install pool alarms that alert you if someone enters the pool area unsupervised. 

4. Non-Slip Surfaces: Use non-slip materials around the pool area to prevent slips and falls. 

5. Supervision: Never leave children or inexperienced swimmers una�ended around the pool. It's advisable 

to learn basic lifesaving skills if you own a pool. 

Maintenance Considera�ons: 

1. Water Quality: Regularly check and balance the PH levels of the water to ensure it's safe for swimming. 

Chlorine levels should be monitored to avoid bacteria and algae growth. 

2. Filtra�on: The pool's filtra�on system should be run daily to keep the water clean. Filters should be 

cleaned or replaced as needed. 

3. Cleaning: Skim the surface for debris like leaves and insects, and use a pool vacuum for the bo�om. Brush 

the pool walls to prevent algae buildup. 

4. Regular Inspec�ons: Periodically inspect the pool's structural integrity and plumbing to iden�fy any leaks 

or cracks early. 

Conclusion: 
Building a pool can enhance your home's value and provide enjoyment, but it also comes with costs and 

responsibili�es. When deciding whether to include a swimming pool, consider your budget, the available 

space, safety measures, and the climate in your region. If you are prepared for the ongoing maintenance and 

are in a region where a pool will be used frequently, it can be a rewarding addi�on to your property. 
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