
  

  

INHERITING A PROPERTY 
 
Inheriting property after a sudden death can be a complex process, and it's important for beneficiaries and 
family members to take the right steps. Here are some key pieces of advice: 
 
Steps for Beneficiaries and Family Members: 
 

1. Obtain the Death Certificate: This is essential for any legal processes that follow. 
2. Review the Will: If there is a will, it will outline how the property should be handled. If there is no will, 

the property will be distributed according to intestate succession laws. 
3. Engage an Advocate: It’s wise to consult a legal professional who specializes in estate law to help 

navigate the process, especially if there are disputes among beneficiaries. 
4. Apply for Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration: 

a) If there is a will, beneficiaries should apply for a grant of probate. 
b) If there is no will, the family may need to apply for letters of administration to handle the 

estate. 
5. Assess the Property: Determine the value of the inherited property and its condition. This can help in 

making decisions about whether to keep, sell, or rent the property. 
6. Check Property Title: Ensure the property is legally transferred into the names of the beneficiaries or 

the estate. This may require updating the land registry. 
7. Consider Tax Implications: Inheritance can have tax consequences, so consulting with a tax advisor is 

advisable. 
8. Communicate with Other Beneficiaries: If there are multiple beneficiaries, open communication can 

help prevent disputes and clarify intentions regarding the property. 
9. Decide on Property Management: If the property will be retained, consider how it will be managed—

whether to rent it out or occupy it. 
10. Explore Selling the Property: If the decision is to sell, hiring a real estate agent can help ensure a fair 

sale process. 
11. Document Everything: Keep records of all communications and decisions made regarding the property 

for future reference. 
 
Additional Considerations: 
 

1. Understand Your Rights: Beneficiaries should be aware of their legal rights regarding the inherited 
property. 

2. Be Prepared for Emotional Challenges: Dealing with an inheritance after a loved one’s death can be 
emotionally taxing, and support from family, friends, or professionals may be beneficial. 

 
Conclusion: 
 

Encourage the beneficiaries to take a step-by-step approach and seek professional advice when needed. 
Inheriting property can be a significant responsibility, and proper guidance will help ensure that the process 
is handled smoothly and legally. 
 


